iS           FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE
The world around her was changing rapidly.
Sir Rowland Hill had pushed through Penny
Postage in the teeth of the opposition of the
officials of the General Post Office ; the*age of
steam had come ; the electric telegraph had made
its appearance and was to revolutionise social
life. The Church and the universities were about
to be purged. The fight for justice for the
Dissenters was being vigorously waged; the
agitation for the repeal of the Corn Laws was at
its height, and the success of the movement in
1846 was to open the era of Free Trade. The
Industrial Revolution had produced the most
terrible sufferings among the workers, and the
" hungry 'forties" were to be followed by a
period of far-reaching social reforms.
Florence was a prey to deep dejection on her
return from the Continent. So much was
happening, and yet she had no part in anything.
Sometimes she felt that she had imagined her
call to service, and then she would try to follow
Partheaope's example and satisfy herself with the
pleasures of polite society. She was, however,
quickly surfeited with so aimless an existence, and
blamed herself for having doubted that she had a
clear command to serve. Mrs. Nightingale be-
came more and more impatient that Florence
should marry - marriage, Mrs. Nightingale told
herself, would settle all these doubts. But
Florence reached the age of twenty-five in 1845,
I and showed not the faintest inclination to marry.
It was not that opportunities were wanting. One